
����������	�
������
����������������
�����
���
�����������������	���������������
����������������
����������	�����������������������	����
��������	�� ��
��������
�����������������	�
��������
�������
���
���������������������������
����������
�����������
���	�������������������������������	��������������
�
�����������������������������	�����������	������	��
��	����� �������!�������"#�����
�����	�������
������$�
�������������
��������������������%�	��
�����������������������
�����������������������
�����	����
����������	�����	�������&�����������
��
������������������������
����	��������$�
������
��������������������������������	
�	���������
���������'��	
���������������(�����������������
���������������������	��������
�
"�
�
����������������
�����������$��������
����
���������)����*�����������������+,+�
�
�������
�����������������������	����������������

����������-��������������������������������������
���������������������	�����������%�������������
���	���������������
���������
�����������������
�������	������������������$�
�������������
�������
�����������������"�
�
����������������������
������������������������������������������������
��
��������
�������	�����	������������
��������
�����������
���������������������
��������������
�������������
������.�������������������������
�����
��������������/��������������	����������	*
����
����������������	�0�������
���������������

�����
���
��������
�
��
���������������������	������������������	�������
��	��������
�������
���������
����������	��
������
���������������	�����
��������������	����������
�������������
��������������
��������������)�	����
�����������+�������
��������������
�����
�������
������
������	��������
��
�
1��������
����	������������	�
�����	����������
�����������������	������������	����
����
�	��

���
��������$������������	��	�2������������������
�����	������������	��������.�������������������
��� �
����
����������
	����	���"�	������	����������

����
��������������
�����
�����������������������	� �	��������
�������������
����
�
�������
�������������	������������
���������
���	�� ���	�3����*

�	������������
��
����
�������������������
������� ��$������
�
�������	��������
������������
��'����
�����	������� �������*

��	�������
��������
������������������������������ �������
�������
(�����������������������4��
�
���
��������������������������
������������	��	���� 
����
�������������	�������������������%������$���������� �
�������
��
��	��������������	����������������� �	������	������ �����������

���������
����������
�
(������������������������
����
�	����������
������� ���������*
��	��	�������	���������$��������
	����������������� ���	�	�
����������������
������	��
��������"�	������	�� ��� ��3�*
��������5��
������	������������
����
�������������� ���������*
��	�����	������
����������
�����	������������������ ���������
	����������	��������
�������
����������
�
��������� �������
�������������	��
��������������������������
������� ��
������
���������������$��������������������
�
�����������	 �������

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 
 � �

We are Metal Detectorist. Ventur-
ing forth in search of relics lost to 
time, only to be discovered and 
secured for future generations.  

 
Diligent in our endeavors to detect, 
we will not trespass on to posted 
lands and will always obtain lawful 
permission in advance. 

 
Detectorist are protective of earth’s 
creatures, natures landscapes and 
tributaries. We close all gates and 
leave no refuse in our wake.   

 
When requested, we will endeavor 
to assist in the recovery of lost 
items of sentimental value to the 
best of our ability.  

 
History being the tie that binds us, 
any item recovered of a singular 
significant historical value will be 
reported to local historians. 

 
Remember Metal Detecting is to 
be conducted in a respectful and 
courteous manner; we are the 
ambassadors of our hobby to all 
who may survey us. 
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A note about Dick Stout 
One of my favorite columns from W&E is the 
club news & views and a gentleman who has 
served that so well as of late is Dick Stout. 

Well, Dick is stepping down and his last col-
umn for Western & Eastern Treasures   
Magazine sadly, will be The October 2009 
Club News & Views (already in print). In the 
future, please send your club newsletters to 
the magazine directly at treasurenet @ prod-
igy.net.   It was nice to have someone who 
was well acquainted with the people and the 
joy of the hunt in that position. I and many 
others will miss his views in that column. 
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The July 13th meeting for the Nor'easters was an awesome memory for me. I 
was finally able to meet a certain favorite military collector named Don Troiani.  
This was a rare opportunity for the metal detecting community to meet, listen 
and ask questions of Mr. Troiani. 
Don has an outstanding conviction to the preservation of history and an insight 
into the world of collecting of military and period artifacts of American heritage. 
He has numerous authored and illustrated books to his credits. He not only spoke for 30 plus minutes, but 
walked around and spoke with many members of the detecting community and even signed copies of his 
books some of which he had on hand and were scooped up by many. 

 
 

We also had in attendance several members and officers from our sister clubs of the "Yankee Territory Coin 
shooters" and the "Staten Island History Hunters". 
 

Mr. Troiani was so generous in his giving us his time and insight, that we presented 
him with a plaque of thanks for his contributions to our evening. 

You can visit his Bio on the web and his website at  
http://www.troianicollector.com/bio/ 
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If your metal detecting goal is to load your goody bag with coins, jewelry 
and other valuable and historic items, you can start right in your own 
town, your own neighborhood, and maybe even in your own backyard. 

Following the eight tips outlined in this article, you can increase your 
finds around older homes, abandoned or occupied. 

Before we get to the eight strategies for successful metal detecting at 
old houses, there are a few ground rules to follow before you start 
scouting out locations. 

Most important, get permission before you start your quest for finding 
treasure under somebody’s lush green lawn (or even if the lawn is noth-
ing but bare dirt). Many homeowners will agree to let you hunt, but 
some would rather not have anyone digging in their yards, no matter 
how careful you are about not damaging their greenery. 

In the spring or summer, it’s probably best to pass up the well kept 
lawns and stick to abandoned homes or yards where the landscaping is 
not an issue with the owner. In all cases, of course, always do your best 

to leave the ground the way you found it. 

To avoid any unnecessary digging, use the least invasive tool possible. Often, a simple screwdriver with a wide, flat head or a hunting-
style knife will do the job. You can also use the screwdriver as a probe to help pinpoint your find before you actually dig it up, and a 
knife can be used to cut out a flap of sod, which can then easily be fitted back into place like a puzzle piece, with most of the root sys-
tem intact. Make sure you cover up any holes and leave as little evidence as possible of your treasure hunting endeavor. 

 

With all the preliminary caveats in place, let’s look at eight simple tips for increasing your finds around old homes. 

Look for the bulldozers. Any place you see a bulldozer demolishing an old house is a great possible metal detecting location. This 
is an effective strategy that gives you two distinct advantages: (1) the owner isn’t worried about the lawn and (2) the bull-
dozer has already done part of your work by scraping away the top layers of earth and exposing the more deeply buried, 
older, and often more valuable, items for you to find.  

Turn down the discrimination. If you discriminate out the foil and pull tabs, you might also eliminate gold rings. No matter how 
expensive or high-tech your metal detector, gold, nickel and foil are still in the same, or near the same, conductivity range.  

Establish a search pattern. Whether in your mind or by using strings and stakes, develop a method to systematically cover the 
entire search area. Keep your metal detector's search coil level and close to the ground and sweep in overlapping strokes 
from side to side instead of erratically swinging your detector in an arc.  

Concentrate on the clothes line. Before electric clothes dryers, everybody hung their clothes outside to dry, and nearly every 
home had a pair of clothesline poles in the back yard with their wash hung on lines strung between them to dry. If you can 
locate the old clothesline, you are almost ensured of finding coins that fell out of wet pockets.  

Go where the occupants would have gone. Check for signs of outdoor buildings, large trees where children played, mailboxes, 
concrete slabs where a water pump may have once stood and evidence of water wells where people were active. Investigate 
the paths that would have led to these areas, focus directly around structures, and pay special attention to the areas directly 
under any trees that may have been around in times gone by.  

Cover the areas immediately around and just under (if possible) any porches to find coins and jewelry that may have tumbled or 
rolled off the porch and fallen out of sight.  

Check out sidewalks and walkways, being sure to use a thorough search pattern, and pay attention to the edges where the con-
crete, brick or rock meets the grass.  

Dig the deeper, weaker signals. Take some extra time to check out those weak signals that many treasure hunters may ignore 
because they’re too much trouble. Your best find may a small gold ring or old silver coin buried several inches underground 
by time and the elements.  

Following these simple steps, metal detecting around old homes in your area can reveal a treasure trove of coins, artifacts and jew-
elry . 

For more info: Visit Lost Treasure Online for many more tips and tricks about metal detecting and treasure 
hunting, and spend plenty of time doing research at your local library or online.  
 

Raised on legends of buried gold in an Oklahoma ghost town, Gary Taylor is a Texas-based freelance writer 
and treasure hunter with a lifetime of accumulated insight to share with seekers of lost loot. . 
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Nor’easters Metal detecting Club 

PO BOX 2232 

STAMFORD, CT 06906-0232 

Jessie Thompson - mrmetaldetector@aol.com  

We are on the web at http://www.noreasters.net 
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